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Testbeds for Digitalization Solutions in District Heating 

 

Digitalization and sector coupling are key enablers for decarbonizing and integrating 

district heating systems. As discussed within the international cooperation program 

“IEA DHC Annex TS4, Digitalisation of District Heating and Cooling“, an increasing 

number of digital solutions for integrated operation are available. However, the 

development of such solutions is complex and involves considerable time and cost 

expenditure. Suitable testbeds could enable to overcome these obstacles by 

providing an environment for the evaluation, (further) development and integration of 

digitalization solutions for integrated district heating networks. 

 

Aim of the webinar was  

• to introduce current developments of digital solutions and testbeds for 

district heating 

• to present the AIT Digital Energy Testbed, an open test environment for 

digitalization solutions for integrated district heating networks (including a 

life demonstration)  

• to discuss the role of the different testbeds for supporting the digitalization 

of district heating networks  

 

The webinar was directed towards:  

• District heating network operators and energy suppliers 

• Digitalization solution providers (soft- and hardware, consultancies)  

• R&D institutes and universities   

• Policy makers, energy authorities and associations 

 

This Webinar is held in the framework of the international cooperation program  

“IEA DHC Annex TS4, Digitalisation of District Heating and Cooling“. The 

Austrian participation is financed by the Federal Ministry for Climate Action, 

Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology (BMK).  

More information at https://www.iea-dhc.org/the-research/annexes/2018-2024-annex-

ts4/ ; and the Austrian project “Digital Energy Testbed”, funded by the “Klima- und 

Energiefonds” and carried out within the framework of the Energy Research 

Programme 2019 (project #881132) 

  

https://www.iea-dhc.org/the-research/annexes/2018-2024-annex-ts4/
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